
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, March 27, 2016, AM 
Message: “The Importance of the Resurrection”—I Cor. 15:12 
 
INTRODUCTION: The saints at Corinth did not have firsthand information concerning Christ’s 
resurrection.  They had many questions.  Paul gives the eyewitness accounts of the resurrection 
and then proceeds to the importance of the resurrection. Verse 12 presents their question 
about the resurrection of Christ, but verse 20 presents the assurance of the resurrection of 
Christ! 
 
I.  How important is the resurrection of Christ?—v. 12-19 
     A.  If Christ be not risen, then there is no resurrection.--v. 13 
  1.  It is the same power that raised Jesus up that will raise us up.—Rom. 8:11 
  2.  It is the resurrection that gives us hope.—I Peter 1:3-5 
 B.  If Christ be not risen, then our preaching is vain.--v. 14-16 
  1.  If no resurrection, then the apostles were false witnesses.—v. 15 
  2.  The resurrection is the proof of our preaching.--Acts 17:30-31 
 C.  If Christ be not risen, then our faith is vain.--v. 17 
 D.  If Christ be not risen, then those who have died in Christ are perished.—v. 18-19 

 1.  If no resurrection then why suffer for Christ.—v. 19 
 2.  If no resurrection of Christ then we have no hope of seeing our loved ones. 

3.  If no resurrection then I Thess. 4:13-18 offers no comfort. 
 

II.  Christ is risen from the dead.—v. 20-23  
 A.  He is risen, a fact!—v. 20a   

1.  Notice how emphatic v. 20 is. 
  2.  The proofs of Christ’s resurrection: 
   The eyewitnesses—v. 5-8 
   The empty tomb. 
   The worship on the 1st day of the week. 
   The death of the apostles. 

B.  He is the first fruits of the resurrection.—v. 20 
  1.  The offering of the first fruits in the OT. 
  2.  Christ resurrection is the first others will follow.—John 5:24-25 
 C.  He has set the order of the resurrection.—v. 23-25 
  1.  Christ first. 
  2.  Those who are saved. 
  3.  Then the end.—v. 24ff 
 D.  He has conquered death.—v. 26, 54-57. 
  1.  The fear of death has been removed.—v. 54-57 
  2.  Christ came to deliver us from the fear of death.--Heb. 2:14-15 
 
CONCLUSION: How important is the resurrection of Christ?  All of our hopes for the future 
hinge on the resurrection.  Our hope of heaven, our hope of seeing our loved ones, our hope of 
a new body all hinge on the resurrection. 


